Call for Interest
Mapping Identities: Visual Depictions of Scotland
‘Mapping Identities’ is a collaboration between the University of the Highlands and Islands, the National Library of Scotland (NLS), and the Landscape Research Group (LRG).
The project will bring together key scholars from a wide range of disciplines to explore the ways in which maps have been, and are still, used to interpret and shape Scottish understanding of the present, past and future. The project investigates the ways in which attitudes to local and national identities shaped and were shaped by cartographical depictions of Scotland, how maps have reflected and influenced perceptions of Scotland’s place in geography and cosmology, and the relationship between mapping, power, and authority.
We are seeking expressions of interest from LRG members wishing to take part in one or more of three workshops which will be held across Scotland in 2025. The format of the workshops will allow each researcher to showcase their own work, after which roundtable discussions will encourage new and lasting collaborative links. We are looking for scholars in fields such as landscape studies, history, politics, cartography, linguistics, geography, ethnography, geology and the visual arts.
Engagement with local archives is a crucial component of each workshop, during which visits to the collections will encourage new collaboration between researchers and archives across the country. Further outputs will include a conference, a public exhibition to disseminate the work comprising of printed banners displayed across four locations, public talks and Q and A sessions, and a project blog.
We expect that each thematic workshop will be held in person, although dates are still TBC. There are no expectations that participants will attend all three workshops.
Workshop 1, Identity
National Library of Scotland, Edinburgh, April 2025

The first workshop will consider how maps have interacted with local and national identities in Scotland. The engagement between cartography and identity has a lengthy and sustained history. Topics to be explored include the Anglo-Saxon mappa mundi, an eleventh century map of Kentish origin which appears to significantly down-play the size of the Scottish mainland while up-playing the size and extent of the Scottish islands; James VI’s efforts to redraw the Anglo-Scottish border into the ‘middle shires’; the relationship between languages and identity in the mapping of Scotland; and the impact of the 2018 law which banned public bodies from putting the Shetland Islands in a box. A tour of the National Library of Scotland’s map collections will provide participants with a valuable insight into the resources available in this collection.
Workshop 2: Geography and Cosmology
UHI Orkney, Kirkwall, June 2025

The second workshop will investigate how visual depictions of Scotland have influenced and been influenced by developments in understandings of Scotland’s place in the world and of its own geography, with a focus on the ancient and medieval world. The diverse visual depictions that will be considered engage with Scotland and its place in the world in thought-provoking ways. These include Ptolemy’s map, in which Iron-Age Scotland and its peoples are integrated into the world as perceived from North Africa; T-O maps (medieval world maps so-called due to the resemblance of their form to a T within an O), which integrate Iona and its environs into the geography of the wider Christian world; and Macrobian zonal maps, which frequently single out the Orcades (referring to Orkney or a wider range of Scottish islands) as one of only two named European locations (alongside Italia) which situate Europe and the Earth’s known lands on the globe. The workshop will include a visit to the Orkney Library and Archive’s map collections.
Workshop 3: Power
Mitchell Library, Glasgow, October 2025

The third workshop will discuss how maps have been used to reflect and yield power over the land and its people. The workshop will consider both the overt wielding of political and military power reflected through cartography, and the use of mapping to exert power over people and resources. Topics to be considered will include mapping and the Reformation (e.g., the mapping of Timothy Pont); military mapping of the Highlands and Islands; resource mapping as a tool for power and control in energy generation, utilities and geological resources; the role of mapping in the policy and power of climate change, and the politics and identity of the mapping of political boundaries. The workshop will include a tour of the Mitchell Library’s map collections.
[bookmark: _GoBack]If interested, please contact the workshop organisers with a brief bio and a short abstract (max 300 words).
Contact details: 
Oisin Plumb: Oisin.Plumb@uhi.ac.uk 
Andrew Lind: Andrew.Lind@uhi.ac.uk
Juliette Desportes : Ex09JD@uhi.ac.uk 
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